
Junior Yearly Meeting (JYM) 2026    

Nominations for JYM 2026 are now open! Please do all you can to 
offer this opportunity to young people connected to your Quaker 
community. 

About the event 

JYM 2026 is a residential event for young people that takes place 
from Friday 3 to Tuesday 7 April (Easter weekend). JYM is 
planned and facilitated by an Arrangements Committee of young 
people appointed by their peers, supported by staff and adult volunteers. 

For more information about JYM, there is a useful video including footage of the event (which you 
may also want to share with young people): www.youtube.com/watch?v=AoqJk3Vvkmo 

To nominate young people 

Please read the nominations guidance and complete the form which can be accessed online at 
https://ycf.quaker.org.uk/jym-nomination-form

The closing date for nominations is Monday 12 January 2026. No places can be guaranteed for 
nominations received after this date. 

Who is JYM for? 

Each Area Meeting can nominate two young people for guaranteed places; you can also nominate 
additional places. Nominees should be born between 1 September 2007 and 31 August 2010, 
inclusive. 
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Welcome to issue 15 of Clerks’ Update, Autumn 2025. It is a communication channel for clerks of local 
and area meetings and Quaker communities. You can view an archive of past messages on our website 
at www.quaker.org.uk/clerks-update.  

Information for Quaker clerks  

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=AoqJk3Vvkmo
https://ycf.quaker.org.uk/jym-nomination-form
https://fwcc.world/
http://www.quaker.org.uk/clerks-update
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Young Friends General Meeting (YFGM)       

Bookings for the next Young Friends General Meeting event are open! YFGM is a diverse community 
who meet for fun, faith and friendship shaping the present and future of Quakers in Britain. It’ll be at 
Liverpool Meeting House from Friday 17 to Sunday 19 October 2025. 

There is no fee to attend! Newcomers get their travel expenses reimbursed and there are funds available 
for travel bursaries and accessibility requirements.  

Register by Friday 3rd October here:  
https://yfgm.quaker.org.uk/liverpool-yfgm-october-2025-registrations-open 

To area meeting clerks, we ask if you can support us by appointing a representative from your area 
meeting to attend YFGM. Afterwards, representatives present their experience and the sense of the 
gathering back to their Area Meeting (usually in the form of a written report read aloud at the next Area 
Meeting for Worship for Business). In return, the Area Meeting reimburses their representative’s travel 
costs and donates the amount it cost to have their representative at YFGM. It costs YFGM approximately 
£75 to house and feed each YFGM attendee for the weekend. 

We hope by having a representative for your area meeting, we can support young people to become 
more involved in their local Quaker community as well as strengthen YFGM’s relationship with Quakers 
of all ages across the nation. 

We hope you will uphold this spiritual duty to encourage young Quakers to find community with one 
another and practise their faith in new and exciting ways. 

Please call out to your local meetings and ask any 18–35-year-olds to consider being your YFGM 
representative. 

To learn more about YFGM and what our events are like, visit: https://yfgm.quaker.org.uk/about

If you’d like to know more about how to support YFGM as an individual, visit the donations page on the 
website https://yfgm.quaker.org.uk/documents-forms/donate. 

Welcome and belonging 

Quaker Week 2025: please do get in touch with us by email at 
outreach@quaker.org.uk to let us know about your Quaker Week 
activities – we’d love to know how they went! 

In June we sent out sample packs to all local meetings, which included 
the materials that we’ve developed over the last three years. Please 
email us if you haven’t received a pack. If you’d like more, you can  
order resources online or email us. We have new ‘Stop Starving Gaza’ 
posters which have been produced over the summer, as well as the 
materials from the sample packs. 

You can now register for upcoming outreach network sessions on 
Monday 13 Oct, 7.30–8.30pm and Monday 3 November, 12.30–1.30pm.

https://yfgm.quaker.org.uk/liverpool-yfgm-october-2025-registrations-open
https://yfgm.quaker.org.uk/about
https://yfgm.quaker.org.uk/documents-forms/donate
mailto:outreach%40quaker.org.uk?subject=
https://form.jotform.com/251053061554347
https://forms.quaker.org.uk/2025-outreach-network-meetings-evening/
https://forms.quaker.org.uk/2025-outreach-network-meetings-lunchtime/
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Hope so! 

Have you ever wanted to understand more about how Yearly Meeting and its 
committees really work? Would you like to get information about roles and 
committee work that you could get involved in? Do you want an easy way to 
keep track of upcoming dates for YM? If so, our new quarterly e-newsletter 
Hope so! is for you. 

Please use this link to subscribe (and tell all your Friends!):  
www.quaker.org.uk/hopeso

Communication with the Quaker Centrally Managed Work        

Communicating with Meeting for Sufferings and Yearly Meeting 

Meeting for Sufferings will be laid down at Yearly Meeting in May 2026. The Agenda Planning 
Committee of Yearly Meeting is working on a new process for the receipt of minutes from Area Meetings 
and other Quaker communities and will be sharing this with Friends at Yearly Meeting in May 2026. 

Until then, Area Meetings can continue to communicate by minute with Meeting for Sufferings.  
You can find the current guidance here: www.quaker.org.uk/mfs-planning.  

Notices for treasurers 

n  �Annual Treasurer Update Zoom Meetings 
14, 15 and 22 October 2025, online, times vary 

Each year in the autumn the Quakers in Britain Fundraising Team offers an opportunity for Friends to 
join a session with staff members and the Yearly Meeting treasurer. Join the meeting to find out the latest 
about BYM finance and the new contribution leaflet. You will be able to find out how to request new 
fundraising materials and engaging with Friends about money matters. 

You can register here for all session at https://forms.quaker.org.uk/treasurersupdate. 

n  �Treasurers Guidance sheets 

The treasurers’ guidance sheets have been updated in 2025. They form a key part of 
the resources in support of treasurers. Mirroring the structure of the ACAT handbook 
they give Quaker specific advice and guidance for treasurers. 

Download a copy of the guidance sheets from the Quakers in Britain website at 
www.quaker.org.uk/treasurers.  

n  �Free will writing service 

Many people put off writing or updating their will because of cost or perceived difficulty. Quakers in 
Britain have launched a new partnership with Octopus Legacy to offer the option of using a free will 
writing service. 

Please let Friends in your meeting know they can find out more by going to  
www.quaker.org.uk/free-will-writing.  

Treasurers’ guidance sheetsto supplement the ACAT handbook

http://www.quaker.org.uk/hopeso
http://www.quaker.org.uk/mfs-planning
https://forms.quaker.org.uk/treasurersupdate
http://www.quaker.org.uk/treasurers
http://www.quaker.org.uk/free-will-writing
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Youth, Children and Families

Invitation to Volunteer for National Quaker Event 2026 

Quakers in Britain is inviting Friends from all parts of the country 
to offer service supporting the programme of national events for 
children and young people. This includes Junior Yearly Meeting, 
Young People @ Yearly Meeting, the Children’s Programme at 
Yearly Meeting and accompaniment for young people at the new 
continuing Yearly Meeting days. 

The team of adult volunteers are essential to making these events 
run well. You will help to make a real difference to young people’s 
lives! 

“It was really rewarding to support the young people. It was tiring, but I felt really valuable to the 
team and that the young people appreciated the support.” - Volunteer 2025 

If you would like to find out more, please visit the website at www.quaker.org.uk/volunteercyp  
where you can also download the new volunteering booklet and apply. 

Deadline for applications is 1st December 2025. 

Call out for pictures of children’s art and craft     

We are looking to bring together pictures of the art and craft produced by 
young Quakers either as part of their ministry in Children’s Meeting for 
Worship or as expressions of their identity, hopes, dreams and beliefs. 
If anyone in your Meeting is able to photograph and share these, please 
encourage them to email pictures to: cypadmin@quaker.org.uk.

n  �Stories of our work 

Please share this digital brochure with Friends in your meeting. From responding to the raid on 
Westminster Meeting to supporting peacebuilding in Burundi, we hope Friends will be inspired by the 
work that Quakers in Britain does that is discerned by Friends.  
www.quaker.org.uk/documents/making-an-impact-18-stories

Making an impact
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Quakers in Britain

www.quaker.org.uk

©Quakers in Britain

Our teachers and students are under immense pressure from both internal and external factors. Students’ communication skills have been impacted 
by Covid, increased screen time, and social media. Many young people are also overwhelmed by global issues like climate change and war, which they encounter instantly on their phones. Rising exclusion rates – especially in England and Wales – disproportionately a­ect marginalised students. And those who are permanently excluded are twice 

as likely to commit serious violence within a year, compared to similar students who remain in school. 
In 2024, 86% of teachers said their job negatively a­ected their mental health.

Peace Education o­ers a hopeful, practical response. 
It supports wellbeing, develops social skills, and helps 
children manage conflict constructively. It enables students to explore complex issues – like identity and 
war – while building empathy, inclusion, and agency. 
Yet, few training opportunities in Peace Education exist across Britain. We wanted to reach new audiences – particularly trainee teachers knowing this 

is a key moment to introduce Peace Education into their practice.

Peace Education course launched at The Open University 

When Quaker academic Lucy Henning joined The Open University, she invited us to collaborate on a new course to appear on OpenLearn, the OU’s free 
learning platform. Together, we developed Principles 
and Practices of Peace Education – a 12-hour self-guided course that helps educators explore peace from the personal to the global.The course launched in February 2025 to enthusiastic 

response. At the launch, Professor Hilary Cremin delivered a keynote to a record-breaking audience, young peer mediators shared their experiences, and 
partners o­ered activities, workshops and reflections. 
Our practitioner webinar welcomed over 100 participants, including teachers and training leads. Since then, over 800 people have enrolled in the Principles and Practices course. While some took the 

course for personal interest, 80% plan to apply it in teaching or training. Feedback describes the course as 
“thought-provoking” and “inspiring,” with 88% saying 
they’re motivated to learn more. We are now working 
on a Welsh version in response to strong demand. This course is a vital step toward equipping educators 

to foster peaceful classrooms and helping young people become the peacebuilders of tomorrow.7
Making an impact

Quakers in Britain
www.quaker.org.uk

©Quakers in Britain

Across many Quaker meetings, there’s a shared desire 

to be welcoming to children – even in places where 

there isn’t a regular children’s meeting for worship. 

Yet without children currently attending, it can be 

di�cult for meetings to know where to begin. That’s 

the need this project set out to meet: helping Quaker 

communities feel ready and confident to welcome 

children, should they come.

To do this, we developed a clear and practical 

leaflet, alongside a short video, to show meetings 

how to prepare a “welcome box”. The leaflet and 

video explain the thinking behind the welcome 

box approach and o�er simple guidance on how to 

create one. Through demonstrations and reflections 

from experienced Friends, the resources encourage 

meetings to explore what it means to be child-ready 

– not just in practice, but in spirit.

The response to these resources has been warm 

and enthusiastic. In just two months, the video was 

viewed over 500 times, showing strong interest across 

the Yearly Meeting. Clevedon Meeting engaged with 

their youth development worker to develop their 

own box, sparking rich conversations about children 

and worship. Redland Meeting also drew inspiration 

from the project, refreshing their existing ‘family 

Welcome Box – being ready for 

families and children 

box’ with new energy and ideas. Other Friends have 

discussed the welcome box approach in network 

meetings, adopting it in their own ways.

While the changes may seem small, their impact 

is meaningful. These resources are opening up 

conversations about inclusion, hospitality, and 

readiness. They are helping to shift culture gently, 

making it easier for Quaker meetings to embody 

their commitment to community – whether or not 

children are present on a given Sunday. Looking 

ahead, we hope this work leads to more meetings 

that are truly family-friendly, and more Friends who 

feel confident and inspired to welcome the youngest 

among us.

Making an impact
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Meeting for Worship outside Scotland Yard. Photo by Michael Preston. © Quakers in BritainOn 27 March 2025, more than 20 uniformed police 
o�cers forcibly entered Westminster Meeting House. 
Without warning or ringing the bell, they broke open 
the front door, searched the entire building, and arrested six women attending a meeting in a hired room. 

Beyond the immediate distress caused to those present, the raid was deeply upsetting for many Quakers and other people of faith. The heavy-handed and disproportionate approach was widely 
seen as a violation of the sanctuary expected in a 
place of worship. The incident also brought renewed 
attention to long-standing concerns raised by Quakers in Britain: the increasing criminalisation of 
protest and the expansion of police powers under 
the Police, Crime, Sentencing and Courts Act 2022 
and the Public Order Act 2023. In the immediate aftermath, the Communications 
Team prepared a statement by the following morning, 
which was issued as a press release and shared across 
social media. Independent Catholic News picked it up, significantly extending its reach. A small team 
worked intensively over the weekend and following 
week to handle media enquiries, resulting in extensive 
media coverage and a massive increase in tra�c to 
our social media. 

Responding to the police raid on Westminster Meeting House 

The Climate Justice team created email templates to 
help Quakers contact their MPs and worked with the 
communications team to ensure wide circulation. We 
shared information across our professional networks 
about the raid and how to o�er support. We collaborated closely with grassroots Quaker climate 
activists to support a vigil outside New Scotland Yard, 
providing sta� support with stewarding, media liaison, 
photography, and videography. And we drafted an 
interfaith open letter of solidarity, securing signatures 
from over 20 di�erent faith groups. Thanks to this collective e�ort, a troubling incident 
became a catalyst for political action. Many Quakers 
shared responses from MPs after contacting them 
using our resources – providing valuable political insights and contacts. Our partners, both faith-based 
and secular, shared messages of solidarity. The vigil 
at New Scotland Yard brought together around 300 
people in person and over 300 more online, creating 
a powerful moment of unity. Our hope is that this action contributes to pressure 
on the government to reconsider recent repressive 
legislation. It has also raised awareness of the erosion 
of protest rights. By connecting with secular and faith partners, politicians, and grassroots Quakers, we 
have strengthened relationships that will our support 
ongoing work on this vital issue. 

Meeting for Worship outside Scotland Yard. Photo by Michael Preston. © Quakers in Britain

Making an impact
Stories from our work

June 2025

http://www.quaker.org.uk/volunteercyp
mailto:cypadmin%40quaker.org.uk?subject=
http://www.quaker.org.uk/documents/making-an-impact-18-stories


Events  

Radical Hearts, Open Minds events

Various locations and dates (listed below) and online 

Radical Hearts, Open Minds is a series of identical events being held 
across Britain in the autumn of 2025. They are part of the consultation 
process about support for Quaker Communities from 2026 to 2030. 

n  Read about the first of the series that was in London on 13 September 

Quaker Life is inviting Friends to come prepared to be radical, open, creative, and thoughtful. We will 
imagine what our Quaker communities could look like into the 2030s and beyond. What support will help 
us to get there? What is already happening across the country to help us flourish and grow? 

The events are open to Quaker connected people of all ages. A full programme for age 3 to 103+ will be 
available, and 0-2s are very welcome with their adult companion. 

You can book to join events on these dates: 

n  25 October, Edinburgh 		  n  15 November, Darlington 
n  8 November, Birmingham 		  n  22 November, online

There are details about the events at www.quaker.org.uk/radical-hearts-open-minds.  
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Meeting House Matters

Meeting House Matters is a network and a series of events that 
take place throughout the year offering support for Quaker workers 
(paid and voluntary) and Friends running Quaker premises. It 
is a space for learning, exploring a range of topics from issues 
of compliance to good line management. The community and 
network offer peer support for people in roles that are often done in 
isolation. The next in person event is at Darlington Meeting House 
on Tuesday, 21 October. Find out more and register to attend in 
person on our website, www.quaker.org.uk/events/mhm-25-darlington.

Children and Young People’s work newsletter      

Please encourage anyone currently spending time with children and young people in your Quaker 
community (or interested in this work) to sign up for our monthly newsletter and resource. Journeys in 
the Spirt newsletter shares stories, opportunities, resources and information from Quakers in Britain 
around the work being done to include children and young people in our communities. Every month 
there is a link provided to the Journeys in the Spirit publication which gives activities and 
ideas for people running children’s meeting for worship or interested in all-age worship as 
part of their meeting. Both are free and easy to subscribe to. Just enter a name and email 
address here: http://eepurl.com/dwXumj or use the QR code in the image. 

You don’t have to be doing this work to receive the newsletter – just interested! 

https://www.quaker.org.uk/communities/news/radical-hearts-open-minds-the-story-so-far
https://www.quaker.org.uk/events/radical-hearts-open-minds-edinburgh
https://www.quaker.org.uk/events/radical-hearts-open-minds-darlington
https://www.quaker.org.uk/events/radical-hearts-open-minds-birmingham
https://www.quaker.org.uk/events/radical-hearts-open-minds-online
http://www.quaker.org.uk/radical-hearts-open-minds
http://www.quaker.org.uk/events/mhm-25-darlington
http://eepurl.com/dwXumj
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Training and Learning  
from Woodbrooke Learning

Simpler Meetings Series  
Our Simpler Meetings series, run in partnership with Quakers in Britain, is 
underway. You don’t need to attend every session, each one stands alone, 
offering a chance to explore a different aspect of Meeting life. Coming up: 

n  �Starting on Small Meetings – 9 Oct, 19.00–21.15 | discerning what’s 
essential for smaller communities to thrive 

n  �Starting on Meeting Without a Meeting House – 23 Oct, 19.00–21.15 | discovering how Meetings 
flourish without buildings

If you joined our Simpler Meetings sessions in 2021, you’re also warmly invited to our  
Revisited sessions, an opportunity to reflect on steps already taken and learn from others. 

Hope for the future in dark and difficult times; 
working with other faiths and churches      

Friday 13 March to Sunday 15 March 2026 
The Hayes, Swanwick, Derbyshire 

Please appoint a representative from your Area Meeting to attend this 
conference, organised jointly by Woodbrooke and the Quaker Committee 
for Christian and Interfaith Relations (QCCIR). The aim of the conference 
is to support Friends, Area Meetings and Local Meetings in their work 
with other faiths and churches (QF&P 9.08 – 9.21). Feedback from area 
meetings’ two years ago was that more time was needed to find the right 
person to attend – hence this early notice. The conference is from 13 to 15 March 2026. The 
deadline for registration of AM reps is 5 January, after which time it will be open to other Friends.

Please see and share the event flyer and follow the link to further information on the Woodbrooke 
website www.woodbrooke.org.uk/QCCIRCon.  

Organised by the Quaker Committee for Christian and Interfaith
Relations (QCCIR) and Woodbrooke.

In a world facing many challenges, how can Quakers work with other churches and
faiths to find hope for the future? This conference, for Quakers throughout Britain,

offers space to reflect, connect, and be inspired – together. 

Speakers include:
Christopher Jamison, Abbott of the Benedictine Order

Clare Bonetree, Buddhist, Turning the Tide UK 
Tim Gee, General Secretary, Friends World Committee for Consultation

Workshops will also be offered as part of the programme.

Area Meetings are encouraged to appoint Friends as representatives as soon as
possible. AM nominations bookings are open until 5 January. General bookings will

open on 6 January and the final booking deadline will be 6 February. The
conference is blended and Friends can choose to attend residentially or join online.

Cost: £385 (in-person) / £115 (online)
Book for AM places or register your interest for an open place here:

www.woodbrooke.org.uk/QCCIRCon  

HOPE FOR THE FUTURE IN
DARK AND DIFFICULT TIMES

13 to 15 March 2026
The Hayes, Swanwick, Derbyshire & Online

Email: learning@woodbrooke.org.uk
Phone: 0121 728 2360

WORKING WITH OTHER FAITHS AND CHURCHES

Woodbrooke roles courses   
Woodbrooke offers a range of courses for Quaker role-holders. You can find all that are on offer by 
visiting www.woodbrooke.org.uk/roles. Below is a selection of courses running over the next few weeks. 
Please share them widely within your community. 

New Woodbrooke clerking courses will be announced in late October and early November, alongside 
opportunities on Quaker Roles, Supporting Quaker Communities, and more.

https://www.woodbrooke.org.uk/courses/simpler-meetings-starting-on-small-quaker-meetings/
https://www.woodbrooke.org.uk/courses/simpler-meetings-starting-on-meeting-without-a-meeting-house/
https://www.woodbrooke.org.uk/our-courses/?_sf_s=Simpler%20Meetings
https://www.woodbrooke.org.uk
https://www.quaker.org.uk/qccir
https://www.quaker.org.uk/qccir
https://qfp.quaker.org.uk/passage/9-08/
https://qfp.quaker.org.uk/passage/9-21/
https://www.quaker.org.uk/documents/qccir-conference-2026
http://www.woodbrooke.org.uk/QCCIRCon
http://www.woodbrooke.org.uk/roles


Grants 

Hope Grants    

These are small grants to improve the quality of life of Quaker members and attenders who are unemployed 
or unable to make a living wage. Friends in financial need can apply for a grant of up to £750 towards items 
or activities that will improve their quality of life. More information and the application form are available 
from our website: www.quaker.org.uk/hopegrants.  

Pastoral Care Grants    

These grants supplement funds available to pastoral care role-holders locally and can be used in situations 
of hardship and suffering through old age, or to support women Friends in need. Please contact the Grants 
Programme Officer (grants@quaker.org.uk 020 7663 1053) for further information and an application form. 
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Business Method Surgery for Clerks and Elders  
Tuesday 4 November 2025, 19.30–21.00 
Are you a clerk or elder with questions about the Quaker business method 
or facing particular challenges in your Meeting for Worship for Business? 
This friendly Q&A session offers space to bring your concerns, explore 
recurring issues, and reflect on how to uphold right ordering in our meetings.  
Find out more:  
www.woodbrooke.org.uk/courses/business-method-surgery-for-clerks-and-elders-nov

Communicating Truthfully, Equally and Effectively  
Saturday 15 November 2025, 09.30–16:30, Oxford Friends Meeting House    
Come to learn how to better handle conflict of opinion or situations 
involving ‘difficult personalities’ in ways that support our testimony to truth 
and equality. It is an essential skill for Quakers, especially elders, and 
indeed for us all to co-exist in peace.   
Find out more: www.woodbrooke.org.uk/courses/communicating-truthfully-equally-and-effectively

Spiritual Nurture and Pastoral Care Gathering   
Friday 13 March – Sunday 15 March 2026,  
Highgate House (Northamptonshire)      
This residential weekend is an opportunity for in-depth discussion, learning 
and reflection for Friends with responsibilities of eldership or pastoral 
care in their Meetings and groups. It is designed to help you grow in 
understanding and confidence in your role.   
Find out more:www.woodbrooke.org.uk/courses/spiritual-nurture-and-pastoral-care-gathering

https://www.quaker.org.uk/hopegrants
mailto:grants%40quaker.org.uk?subject=
http://www.woodbrooke.org.uk/courses/business-method-surgery-for-clerks-and-elders-nov
http://www.woodbrooke.org.uk/courses/business-method-surgery-for-clerks-and-elders-nov
http://www.woodbrooke.org.uk/courses/communicating-truthfully-equally-and-effectively
http://www.woodbrooke.org.uk/courses/spiritual-nurture-and-pastoral-care-gathering

